| NTRODUCTI ON

1 Rupils can derive a good deal of educational
berefit fromtaking part invisits wththeir schod. In
particu ar, they have the opportunity to undergo
experiences not available in the classroom Msits
hedptodevdopapupl sinvestigative skills ad
longer visits in particua encourage greater

i ndependence. This bookl et is designed to hel p head
teachers, teachers, governors and others to ensure
that pupils stay safe and hed thy on schod visits.

2 The bookl et does not seek to replace | ocal or
other professional guidance or regul ations. Viere
appropriate, LEAs shoud be the first source of
advi ce. The bookl et offers national gui dance where
gui dance fromel sewhere nay be unavail abl e,
inconplete or not up to date. It is based on awde
consul tation of schodl's, LEAs, teacher unions and
other professiona bodies and reflects and cd | ates
exi sting good practice. The Departnent is grateful to
al those col | eagues who responded to the

consul tation.

3 Mst schod visits take place wthout incident and
it isclear that teachers are aready denonstrating a
highlevd of safety anareness. Bit, fdlowng a
nuner of tragic incidents invdving schod childrenin
the last fewyears, thereis a growng concern
anongst schodl staff and parents about further
ensuring the safety of pupils onschod visits. This
bookl et has been produced i n response to that
concern. The potentia hazards whi ch the bookl et
refers to shoul d not di scourage teachers. No anount
o paning can gerateethat avisit wll betadly
incidert free, but good planning and attention to

saf ety neasures can reduce the nuniber of accidents
and | essen the seriousness of those that do happen
nonet hel ess. The nanagenent of heal th and saf ety
onvisitsis pat of aschod soverdl pdicy onhedth
and safety. The bookl et sets out principles, rather
than trying to cover every evertudity, leavingit to
teachers professional and | ocal judgenent howto
apply those principl es.

4 The account of the rel evant | awupdates the | egal
franework set out inthe Departnent s previ ous
bood et, Safety in Qitdoor Education (1989), and
Greudar 22/94 Sfety in Qidoor Activity Gntres:
Qi dance, though nuch of the technical advice in
those docunents still stands.

5 Athouh the bodki e is prinarily for steff in
school s and LEAs in BEhgland, nuch of it is equally
vaidfor staff innurseries, FEcdleges, youth ad
other organisations. The advi ce to teachers shoul d
also be usefu to lecturers, youth workers and ot her
goup leaders. Snmlarly, references to pupils can be
taken to apply to students or any young person
involved inavisit or an exchange. The bookl et does
not cover work experience, wichis treatedin
separat e gui dance (see Annex Afor details).
References to parents cover anyone who has
parentd resposihility.

6 The bookl et uses the terminol ogy for schod s
current at the tine of producti on (Novenber 1993).
From1 Septener 1999 the existing categories of
LEA and grant nai ntai ned schools wll be repl aced
wth the fol |l owng new categories: Conmunity,
Foundation, Vol untary Gntrolled, ol untary A ded,
Gonmuni ty Speci al and Foundati on Special. The
LEAWIIl be the enpl oyer of staff at Conmunity,
\oluntary Gontrol I ed and Gonmuni ty Speci al
schodl s. The governing body will be the enpl oyer of
staff at Foundation, Vol untary A ded and Foundation
Specid schod s.

7 This bookl et is guidance. It should not be taken
as an athoritative interpretation of thelaw Thet is
for the courts.

8 Qown copyright 1998. This bookl et is produced
by the Departnent for Educati on and Enpl oynent.
Extracts, including the nodel forns in Ghepter 11,
nay be reproduced for non-conmercial education or
training purposes on condition that the sourceis
acknow edged.



9 BEhquiries about the contents of this bookl et shoul d
be drected to

Mchae Q@ilins

Pupi| Health and Safety Team

Departnent for Education and Enpl oynent
Sanct uary Bui | di ngs

Geat Sith Sreet

Vst minst er London SWLP 3BT

Tel 0171 925 5536
Enail nichael.cd lins@fee. gov. uk

10. Further copies of this guidance are availadl e free
on request fromCiEE Rublications Gantre,

Tel 0845 6022260. See end of Annex A and back
cover for address details.



