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109. Parents shoud be inforned in witing of any off-
Steativity o visit ulessit isaregda pat o the
school curricul umwhi ch parents have al ready been
i nforned about through the school prospectus or a
letter. Seeking annual consent for such routine visits
nay be appropriate.

Infornation to Parents

110. Bforeresidentid visits, o wenthe puals are
totravel abroad or engage in adventure activities,
parents shoul d be encouraged to attend a briefing
neeting were witten details of the proposed visit
shoul d & so be provided. There should be al ternative
arrangenents for parents wio cannot attend or who
have difficuty wth conmuni cati on in Engish.

111. Parents need to be avare that the teachers and
other adut supervisors onthevisit wll be exercising
the sane care that a prudent parent would. The
folowng infornation on natters that might af fect
pupi | health and safety shoul d be given to parents:

tdes o thevisit;

Visit s djectives;

tines of departure and return - parents nust
have agreed to neet their child on return;

the I ocati on vinere the pupi s wil be cdlected
and returned,

node(s) of travel including the nane of any
travel conpany;

the size of the group and the level of

supervi sion including any tines when renote
supervi si on nay take pl ace;

detail s of accomnmodati on wth security and
Supervi sory arrangenents on site;

Oetails of provision for specid educationd or
nedi cal needs;

procedures for pupils wo becone ill;

nanes of | eader, of other staff and of other
acconpanyi ng adul ts;

details of the activities planned and of howthe
assessed risks wll be nanaged;

standards of behavi our expected in respect of,
for exanpl e, a cohd, sexual behaviour,

snoki ng and general group discipline including
prohibited itens. This infornation nay take the
formof a code of conduct which parents shoul d
sSg

wiat pupils shodd not take onthe visit o
bri ng back;

Oetails of insurance taken out for the group as a
whal e in respect of |uggage, acci dent,

cancel lation, nedical cover, any exceptions in
the policy and whether parents need to arrange
addi ti ondl cover;

clothing and equi pnent to be taken;

noney to be taken;

the infornation to be given by parents and what



COMVUNI CATI NG W TH PARENTS

they wil be asked to consent to

on exchange visits, the details of the host
fanlies. For exanpl e, whether they have
hosted any of the schod s pupils before;

Otals onthe cost of thevisit. Se Fnancid
pl anni ng paragraphs 54 - 56 and Gharging for
vidgts paragraphs 57 - 63 in Ghapter 2

Parental consent

112. Head teachers or group | eaders shoul d seek
consent for:

non-routine visits invdving pupil's in schod
years 1to 3 (no natter howshort the visit);

adverture activities;

visits aoroed

aher residatid visits

renote supervi si on.

113 If parents wthhd d consent absol utely the pupi|
shoud nat be taken onthe visit but the curricdar ans
o thevisit shoudbe ddiveredtothe pupil in sone
other vay wherever possible. If the parents give a
condi tional consent the head teacher wil need to
consi der whether the pupil nay be taken onthe visit o
.

114. A parental consent formshoul d be conpl eted
for each pupil inthe group. Besides conveying the
parents consent it codd asoformthe basis for
dranngdetalsreqired If ator goeraar isusedit
nay be sensible to ask themwhat infornation to

obtain. Gnera issues to consider incl ude

any all ergies/phobias the pupil nay have;

any ned cation the pupil istaking (if soweat the
dosage is and wo is to admnister it);

vwhether the pupil administers their om
nedi cat i on;

any contagious or infectious diseases suffered
wthin the fanly during the precedi ng 4 weeks,

and any other recent illnesses suffered by the
pal;

the nane, address and phone nunber of the
pupl s @

any speci a /nedical dietary reguirenents;

wether the pupil suffers fromtravel sickness;

infonation onay taleing dfficdties;

vhet her the pupi|l has any night tine tendenci es
such as slegpra king (for residentia visits);

the pupi| s adility toswminthe pod o sea ad
their level of safety anareness;

any other infornation which the parent thinks
shoul d be known;

the parental hone and dayti ne phone nunbers
and addr esses;

an alternative contact, wth their phone nunter
and addr ess.

115. The contents of a consent formfor a parent to
sionwll vary accardng to the type of visit. Se
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Mdel Form7 Parentd comsent for a schod visit and
Mdel Form1l QGinsent for swmming activities in

Chapter 11

Medi cal consent

116. This shou d formpart of the parental consent
form Rarents should be asked to agree to the pupil s
recei vi ng energency treatnent, including
anaesthetic or bl ood transfusi on, as consi dered
necessary by the nedical authorities. |f parents do
not agree to this, head teachers nay decide to
wthdrawthe child fromthe visit - g ven the addi ti ondl
responsibility thiswodd etall for the group | eader.

117. Doctors can be expected to carry out necessary
energency treatnent wthout parental consent but it
is possiblethat asurgeon in ancther country naght
be reluctant to operate on a pupil unl ess assured
that the group | eader had parental authorisation to
ageetosuch treatnent. It issensibetoincude a
translation of the ned cal consent, as signed by the
parent, inthe relevant fore gn | anguage.

Q her consent

118. Parenta consent shoul d be obtai ned
specificd ly for the tramsporting of pupilsinthe privae
vehicle of a nonrteacher adult or another pupil onthe
visit. Head teachers shoul d consi der whet her
consent shoul d be obtai ned before pupils can be
cariedinateacher s private vehide

Exly return

119. The group leader shoud tell parentsif they wil
be expected to fund the early return of a pupil whose
conduct gives cause for concernonavisit. Awitten
agreenent nmay be necessary.

@ntact wth parents during the visit

120. Head teachers shoul d ensure that parents can

cotact their child viathe schod contact and the
group leader in the event of a hone energency, and
that they have a nuner toring for infornationinthe
evat of anincidet dringthevisit o alae arivd
hone. Parents should therefore:

knowthe destination details;

be avware of the energency contact
arrangenents at hone (particul arly inportant
during holiday periods when the school nay be
closed) and a dl the venues the group Wil visit;

provi de contact nuners for day and night use
in an energency.

121. This is best done by neans of the consent form

Rupils cotact wth parents

122. Goup | eaders shoul d arrange for parents to be
tdd by the schod of the ggoup s safe arriva. Qe
vay of doingthisis by a telephone tree whereby
one parent contacts an agreed group of parents wo
then contact a further group. But pupils nay wsh to
speak to their parents individud ly. Such
arrangenents shoul d be agreed wth parents and
pupi|s before the visit takes place. Parents
concerned after a phone call shoul d contact the
school contact.



